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Re: Observation to the proposed development of open-cycle gas turbine (OCGT) and generator
with ancillary equipment.

Location: Pollnagroagh and Rathmorrissy (Townlands), Athenry, Co. Galway

Applicant: Bord Ggis Energy Limited

Dear Sir/Madam,

We are a family of 5, including three young children. Our children attend Lisheenkyle National
School which is 2.8km from the proposed development site and our home is 3.7km from the site. I
outline below the main concerns we have on the proposed development.

Human Health & Air Pollution

High.Intensity Emissions and Diesel Impacts

I am concerned about the potential impact of air pollution from this proposed development.
Pollutants such as nitrogen oxides (NOx) and fine particulate matter (PM2.s and PMlo) are known to
damage air quality, irritate the lungs, and contribute to long-term harm to both human health and
the environment. Although the plant would not operate continuously, it may run at extremely high
output when required, leading to short but intense bursts of pollution, particularly during start-up
and peak demand periods. The possible use of diesel during these times is especially worrying, as it
produces higher levels of harmful emissions, including nitrogen oxides, sulphur dioxide, and
particulate matter.

These pollutants can penetrate deep into the lungs and enter the bloodstream, increasing the risk of
respiratory and cardiovascular illness, particularly for vulnerable groups such as children, older
people, and those with existing health conditions. Fine particulate matter can also travel long
distances and accumulate over time, meaning the impacts may extend beyond the immediate area
and persist in the long term. In summary, I have reservations regarding the thoroughness of the
assessment of these emissions. This issue presents significant implications for public health and



environmental protection, especially in relation to EU air quality standards established by Directive
2008/50/EC.

Children & Health

Exposure During Daily Activities and School Times

As a parent in the area, I am concerned that children living nearby or attending local schools will be
exposed to higher levels of air pollution when the plant is operating at peak times, particularly when
they are outdoors during school drop-off, break times, and after-school activities. During physical
activity, children breathe more rapidly, increasing their intake of pollutants and making them more
vulnerable to harmful effects. What is especially worrying is the potential for repeated exposure
during key stages of development, which could have lasting impacts on their health and wellbeing.
Overall, this raises serious concerns as to whether these risks have been fully considered.

Cumulative Impact on Child's Development

As a parent in the area, I am concerned about the impact of fine particulate matter over time. These
pollutants can travel long distances and accumulate, meaning children may be exposed not only
during peak pollution events but also through ongoing low-level exposure. The cumulative effect of
this is particularly worrying, as repeated exposure during key stages of growth and development
could have lasting impacts on lung development and overall health. From a community perspective,
this raises serious concerns about the long-term safety of this development for children, and it is not
clear that these cumulative impacts have been fully considered.

Need for Precaution Due to Uncertainty

There is significant concern regarding the insufficient assessment of long-term health impacts on
children, particularly with respect to repeated exposure associated with intermittent plant operation
and diesel utilisation. Since children are especially susceptible to air pollution, uncertainty
surrounding these effects warrants scrutiny. It is inadequate to presume minimal risk without
substantial, transparent evidence. Given these circumstances, it is recommended that a
precautionary approach be adopted to prioritise the health and wellbeing of children and to ensure
that all potential risks are thoroughly evaluated and mitigated.

Operational Uncertainty and Lack of Enforceable Limits

There are concerns that the Environmental Impact Assessment relies on assumed operational
scenarios rather than fully assessing worst-case conditions. As the plant will operate in response to
electricity demand, there is uncertainty regarding how frequently or intensively it may run, including
periods when diesel will be used, potentially resulting in higher emissions than those modelled.
Without a thorough evaluation of the worst-case scenario, it is not possible to confidently rule out
the possibility of major environmental impacts.

Conclusion 1 - Precautionary Refusal Based on Uncertainty and Risk

The proposal raises important concerns about environmental protection, public health, agriculture,
road safety, and community welfare. Due to uncertainties regarding how often operations would
occur, diesel usage, and overall impacts, this development cannot be considered acceptable. A
thorough and cautious assessment is needed to ensure that significant environmental effects are
avoided, but such an evaluation has not been conducted. Therefore, I recommend that approval for
this development be refused.

Yours Sincerely,

Helen & David Gaffney

Date: 22 April 2026


